GUARDING CHILDREN’S SAFETY
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Let us increase our righteousness to Allah the Almighty by doing all that He
prescribes and leaving all that He prohibits. May we be blessed by Allah the

Almighty in this life and the hereafter.

Dear brothers and sisters,

Children are a trust given by Allah the Almighty to parents. Parents are
responsible for the safety of children under their care and custody. In this modern
time, the fun world of children has been limited due to kidnapping cases that are
becoming more prevalent in our country. This causes every parent to feel very
worried about the safety of their children, especially those involving kidnapping.

Allah the Almighty says in chapter 64 (surah al-Taghabun’) verse 14:
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Which means: “O believers! Indeed, some of your spouses and children are

enemies to you, so beware of them...”

Incidents of losses, accidents and deaths of children demand that parents play
their responsible role of ensuring the safety of their children that Allah has given to
them. In fact, they need to always ensure that their children do not escape from their
attention, especially when they are in public places such as night markets,

supermarkets, shopping centers, recreation centers and so on.

Dear brothers and sisters,

Children have extraordinary peculiarity especially when playing because they
do not take into consideration of any threats involving themselves. By nature they
will not sit still for long periods of time, instead they start running, climbing,
screaming and jumping aimlessly. Parents need to be aware of any possibility that

can happen to children, especially in public places.

The most important effort to deal with this problem from happening
continuously is that parents provide education about personal safety to their
children. Knowledge of any danger is very important to prevent negative things from
occuring. Meanwhile, some unknown criminals will take advantage by handing out
sweets to attract the attention of children to follow them. Therefore, responsible
parents should advise their children to shout and say "no" or "don't disturb me".
Furthermore, parents also need to train children not to take anything from strangers.
This action causes children to be more alert and cautious when meeting strangers.
Education about personal safety should be done from an early age. To iterate,
knowledge of personal safety is highly crucial to prevent the crime of kidnapping

from happening.



Children approaching adolescence need to be provided with the basics of self-
defense. This is very important so that they can protect themselves when they are
about to be kidnapped and there are no adults around to help them. Parents are
advised to send their children to self-defense training centers. Basically, children are
weak and this make them prime targets for kidnappers. However, if a child has
knowledge of self-defense, he/she can save himself/herself from becoming a victim
of child abduction and trafficking. Indeed, the knowledge of self-defense needs to
be taught to children as protection from kidnapping. Allah the Almighty says in
chapter 8 (surah al-Anfal) verse 60:
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Which means: “Prepare against them what you believers can of military
power and cavalry to deter Allah’s enemies and your enemies as well as other

enemies unknown to you but known to Allah...”.
Dear brothers and sisters,

In conclusion, everyone needs to take his/her own initiative to prevent the
occurrence of child-related cases in public places. However, the Malaysian
community is not yet ready to use the hand strap as practiced abroad. Therefore, the
traditional method where the children's hands are held tightly even if they protest
especially in areas crowded with people must be practised.



Children can also be trained to use whistles as additional safety equipment.
However, they need to be taught and reminded to use the whistle only in emergencies
and when they are threatened. Most cases of missing children occur in places
crowded with people, especially when sales are held and parents are busy shopping.
Parents need to educate their children on which parts of their bodies should not be
touched and to refuse the invitation or persuasion of strangers. At the same time,
parents are responsible for ensuring that their children are not alone either at home

or outside the home.
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